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PR EFACE

Thit publication is the first of a planned series prepared jointly by the Public
Information Office and the Ethnic and:Racial Statistics Program Area, Population
Division; BUreaii, of "the perisus. Similar publications on the American Indian;
Etkimo, and Aleut; Asian end Pacific Islander; and Spanish origin populations are
b-eing planned-for=this--series,-The-purpose---of .the-publications is to provide-a-L-7--
compilation of seleCt4d demographic, social, economic, and other statistical'data
relating to these populations in a single document. .

The PIO/POP-83 fines .willOresent data compiled from several- sources-,
including the 1980 Census of Population and Housing, available statistic1from the
Bureau's current surveys; and other government agencies.

Asa reference clocurnent; this publication is designed to enhance the use of
CensuS;aureau's data on'the Nation's Black pOpulation;

4i;
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INTRODUCTION

Statistics from the latest Bureau Current Population Surveys (CPS) and the
1980 census-shoW improvement_in income_levels of Black.,,married-ooupleiami
lies, educational attainment and school enrollment; and home oVvhership among
Blacks during the 1970's. But the data also reveal setbacks influenCed by high.
Black unemployment; sharply increased divorce and separation rates; and a rise
in family households maintained by Black females;

A recessionary economy coupled with inflation eroded 'both Black and White
family income during the 1970 decade and together, they were major factdrs

_ contributingto an increase in poverty among Blacks; especially women.
The disproportiOnate impact on. Blacks of the economic downturn beginning

in 1974 and q /the relatively sluggish economy continuing through 1982; ef-
,

fectively brought' /to a halt the momentum of overall social and economic improve-
ment.apparent a the beginning pf the decade.

OPULATI?N GROWTH AND DISTRIBUTION

Between '1970 and 1980, the Black population increased by 17;3 percent; from
22:6 million to 26 :5 million; In 1980; _Blacks represented approximately 12
percent of he total population;

In 198 j0; slacks: constituted more than 20 percent of the population ir"seven
StatesMississippi (35 percent); South .Carolina (30 percent); Louisiana (29
percent)/ Georgia (27 percent); AlabaMa (26 Peccent); Maryland (23 .percent);
and Carolina (22- percent): Twehie States had Black populations of 1

rrmillio or more, an increase of three more States (Michigan, Ohio; and Virginiar
from 1970.

New York had the largest Black population of any city (1,784,337) in 1980,
folloWed by Chicago_ (1,197,000), Detroit (758,939), Philadelphia ,(638,878),
and Los Angeles. (505,210) (table 1).

Of the 100 cities with the largest Black population, the city with!the highest ..

. percentage was East St. Louis, III. (p6 percent). In Washington D.C., about 70
percent Of the population was Black in 1980, about the same as in 1970, although
the total population iri the city actually.drapped daring the decade:

The traditional large Black migration' from the South to points North and
West appeared to end in the 1970 decade; Between 1975 and .1980; about
415;000 Blacks moved to the South; whereas; only about 220,000, left,. thereby
reversing the longstanding Black ex6dOs frorn the South. In 1980, the proportion
Of__tb_e__totaLB.lack:population.L resid _the__SOtithLwas-53 percent; the same as in
1970:
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Tab lo 1. 100 Cities With the Largest Black Population by Rank: 1980

Rank City

Mack population

Total
populationNumber

Percent of
total

United States 26;495;025 11.7 226,545,805

1' Now York, NY 1,784,337 25.2 7,071,639
,. '2 Chicago, IL. , 1,197,000 39.8 3,005,072
; 3 Detroit._MI 758,939 63.2 1;201;339
4 Philadelphia, PA 638,878 37.8 1;688;210

.5 Los Angeles, CA 505,210 17.0 2,966,850

6 Washington, DC 448,906 .703 638;333
7

8

Houston, TX
Baltimore, MD

440,346
431,151

17.6
54.8

1;5957138
786,775

9- New Orleans, LA 308,149 55.3 557,515
JO Memphis, TN ,. 307,702 47:6 G 646,356

11 Atlanta, GA 282.911 66.6 425.022
12 Dallas, TX 265,594 29:4 904,078
13 CloveIand, OH 251,347 43.8,,L- 573,822
14 St___LPuiS, MO 206;386 45.e- 453;085
15 Newark, NJ 191,745 58.2 329;248

o ,.

16 Oakland, CA 159,281 46.9 334,537
17 Birmingham, AL 158;224 55.6 284,413
18 Indianapolis, IN 152426 21.8 700,807
19 Milwaukee, WI 146;940 23.1 630;212
20 Jacksonville, FL 137,324 25.4 540,920

21 Cincinnati, OH ;130;467
. 33.8 385,457

. 22 Boston, --MA 126,229 22.4 562,494
23 Columbus, OR 124,880, 22.1 564,871
24 Kansas City, MO 122,699 27.4
25 RichifiOnd, VA 112,357 51.3 --219,214

26 Gary, IN__ ,107,644 70.8 151,953
27 Nashville-Davidson, TN 105,,942 23.3 455,651
28. Pittsburgh, PA 101,813 24.0 423,930
29 charlotte, NC 97,627 31.0 314,447
30 Jackson, MS 95,357. 47.0 202;895

31 Buffalo, NY 95,116 26.6 357,870
32 Norfolk, VA... 93;987 35:2 266,979
33 k'Ort Worth. TX . 87,723 22.8 385;164
34' Miami,FL 87,110 25.1 346,865

' 35 San Francisco, CA .86,414
i

12.7 678,974

36 Shreveport, LA 84;627 41;1 205,820
37 Louisvillei KY 84.080 28.2 298,451
38 Baton Rouge, LA 80,088 36.5 219,419
39 San Diego CA 77,700 -8.9 875,538
40: Dayton, 011 75;016 36.9 103,371

-41 Mob110,:AL 72,568 36.2 200,452
42. Montgomery, AL 69,660 39.2 177,857
43 Savannah, GA 69,241, 49.0 141,390
44 Flint- MI 66.124 41.4 159;611
45 East orange; NJ 64,626 83.2 77,690

46 Tampa,,,L 63,835 23.5 271,523
47 RochedSer, NY- 62;332 25:8 241;741

48 Jersey 61;954 27.7 223,532
49 Toledo, OR 61,750 17.4 354,635
50 Compton, CA 60,812 74.8 81,286



Table 1. 100 Cities With the Largest Black Population by Rank: 1980 -Con.

Rank City

Black population

Number
Percent nf

total
Total

population

51
52
53

54
55

Bouverv0
°R10401eitY; (Z
Columbus'', GA

San-Antonio; TX
Inglewood; CA. ,

59,252
. 58,702

57).884

57,700
54,010

12.0
14.6
34.2
7.3

57.3

492,365
403,213
169;441
705.880.
94,245

56 chnttiumega,_TW 53;716' 31.7 169,565
57, wineton-Salem, .. ....

_East
52,968 40.2 131,885

8 52,751- 95,6 55,200
59 Akron, og 52,719 22.2 237,177
.60 Maconi.GA 52,068 44.5 116,896

61 Greensboro, NC 51,373 33.0 155;642
62 `LlittleA4716k, AR 51,091 32.2 158,461
63 Durham,_NC 47,474 47.1 100,831
64 Portemouth, VA 47;185 45.1 104,577
65 Paterson, NJ 47;091 34%1 137;970

66 Seattle,: WA 46,735 9.5 493,846
67 Hartford, -CT 46086 33.9 136,392
68 Newport News, VA 45:304 31.5 144;903
69. Camden, NJ 45,008 53.0 84,910
70 Beaumont; TX 43,270 '36.6 118,102

71 Tulsa, OK 42;594 11.8. 360;919.
72 Austin, TX 42;118 12.; 345;406
73 Hampton, VA 42,072 34.3. 122,617
74 Trenton, NJ 41,860 45.4' 92,124
75 Raleigh; NC 41;227 27.4 150,255

76
77

St. Petersburg, FL
Kunnas Cl. y, Ks-

41,000
. 40,826

17.2
25.3

238,647
161,087

78 Lqng Bench, CA 40,738. 11.3 361,334
79 Columbia, SC 40;703 40.2 101;208
80 New Haven, CT' 40;235 31.9 126;109

81 Youngstown, OH 38,481 33.3
46

115;436
82 orlandu, Ft 38;429' 30.0 128,291
83 Omaha, NE 37;864 12.0 314;255
84 Phoenix, AZ 37,804 4.8 789;704
85 sacrament(); CA 36;866'; 13.4% .275,741

86- Wilmington,6E, 35;858 54-1 76;195
87 Richmond, CA" .35,799. 47:9 74;6"
88 Albany, GA.; . 35,297 47.7 74,059
89 Mount Vernon, NY '32,469 48.7 66,713

Charleston; Sc .32;3181 46;5. 69;10,

91 Fort Lauderdale, FL 32,225 21.0 153,279
92 East Cleveland, OH 31,980 86.5' 36,957
93 chesapeake, VA 11;600 L.27;6 114;486
94 Wichita, RS 30;200 10.0' 279;272
95 Bridgeport, CT 29;898 '21.0 142,546

96 Huntsv111e, AL 29;533 20.7 142,513
97 San Josq,ccA 29;186 4.6 629;442

Prichard, AL 29;129 73.7 39,541
99_ Grand Rapids, MI 28,602 15.7 181,843
100

TPonta oMentinc 28t532 37.2 76,715

,.
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RESIDENCE

In 1980, about 60 percent -of the Black population lived in central cities,,an
in-crease' of 13 percent during the 1970's, but a sharp drop from the 32-percerit

. increase _recorded during the 1960's. In 1980, although a majority 6f Blacks still
resided in central cities, the, Black population outside central' cities grew by 43
percent during the 1970's. Even with this large percentage increase, by 1980

oBlacks comprised only 6 percent of the total population outside central cities
(chart 1).

SOME INCOME GAIN

While income for all Black families continued to lag behind that of the general
population, Black married-couple families7registered 6,9-_percent gain .in real
median income between 1971 and 1981, improving from $18,370 to $19,620
in constant dollars..The comparable figures Or White married-couple families
were $25,130'in,1971 and $25,470 in 1981 (charts 2).

While the income, levels for Blak married-couple familjes was Climbing
during the decade of the 1970'3, this -group experienced a decline in the pro-.
portion they constituted of all Black families, dropppg from 64 pgrcent in 1972
to 55 percent in 1982.

In real terms, the 1981 median income for all Black families ($13,270)
dropped 8.3 percent from 1971 and dropped 5. percent' between 1980 and-

.

1981. Median income for White families M.1981 was $23,520, down only 2.7
percent-from 1980 when adjusted for inflation (chart 3).

In 1971; the-Median income for Black families was 60 percent of the median
income of White farriilies$14,460 _versus $23;970. By 1981; this ratio was 56
percent:

According to survey ,data; the decline. in Black family median income reflects,:
in part; the increase; in the proportion of families'maintained by. females with no
husband present and the lack of income gains for these families. Among Blacks,:
such families totaled 2.6 million in 1982 or about 41 percent of ell Black familieS,
up from the 2percent in 1972. The median income for families rti*ntained by
Rlack female householders with n' husband present was $7,510 in 1981, about
38 percent 9,f the median of-Black married-couPle families($19,620).

POVERTY RATE INCREASES

Persistent inflation, a stagnant economy, and family dissolution were reflected
,in the rising number ,of persons classified as poor betweety1979 and 1981. During

this period, the total number of persons in poverty increased by 5.4 million:
'In 1970, about 8 million Blacks (34 percent) and ,17million. Whites.(10 per-

cent) had incomes below2(Voverty IeveL By 198f:the number increased to 9
million for Blacks (34- rse'ritnt) ,and 22 million fdr Whites (11 percent); ((Tile
poverty level for 1981 Was $9;287 for a family of four) (chart 4)0

. i During the 1970's an increasing conoeniration of the poor in families main-
tained by females was especially evident among *Blacks. The number of poor

7/



CHARN. °'

DietribUtion of The Black Populaticin by Metropolitan
and Nonmetropolitan Residdrice: 1970 and 1980

n,central city

1970

.

Nonmetropolitan

Outside:;;
central
city

Nonmetropolitan

Source: U.5.-Department of Commerce, -BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

Outside central
city



CHART 2,

Median Family Income b_y Type of Family and
Rita of Householder: 1971. and 1981

'age! dollars)

I'lVlarried-couple families

$28,47Q

Female houstholder
no husband prosent

1971.

1/1lite families

Sourci:

1971 1981- -
Black families

.1971 1981 1971 1991 f
White families Black families!

U.S. Department of Commerce. SU REAU OF THE CENSUS
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CHART 3. t
Medlar' Family Income by Race of Hodseholder: 1970 to 1981

Median income (1981 Collars)

- 30,000

25,000

20,000

White families

lifack families
15,000 --

10;000 ! I I I I I

1970 19471 1972'1973 1974 .1975-11976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981m

Source: U.S, Department of Commerce, BUREAU OF THE CENSUS





8

CHART 4. "-

Number of Persons Below Poverty Level by Race: 1970 to 1981
. _

Numbers in thousands

25,000

20,000

15;000

10,0.00

5,000

White

Black

0 11 I ii1
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 19751976 1977 1978 1979 1980.1981

Source: U.S. department of Commerce, BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
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Black families with a female householder rose from 834,000 in 1970 to 1.4'
million in 1981. These families accounted for 70 percent of all poor Black
families in 1981, substantially up from 56 percent in 1970.

LABOR FORCE ." AP

About 11 million Black persons were in the civilian labor force in 1982, an
increaseof 2.7 million over 1972a 31 percent increase. Also tietween 1972 and
1982, the number of employed Black persons grew by 1.4 million (19 _percent),
whereas; the number of unemployed -Black increased by 1.3 million
(140 percent) (930,000 in 1972 to 2.1 million in 1982). _

IA 1982, the labor force participation rate for Black men. and_ women 16 years
and over was 70 and 54 percent respectively. Black men in the labor force slightly
outnumbered Black women (5.8 million to 5.5 million).

The unemployment rate for Blacks in 1972 was twice that for Whites (103
percent versus 5.0 percent). By 198'2, when the unemployment rate for both
Blacks and Whites 'Was the highest since anytime in postWorld War IIhistory,

Bladk unemployment rate was still double that Of Whites-18.9 percent
compared to 8:6 percent (chart 5):

Among Black teenagers; the unemployment rate reached 48 percent in 1982,
28 percentage points higher than that of White teenagers (20:4 percent): The rate
was higher for Black male teens (48;9 percent) than for females (47.1 percent):

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION

According to 1980 census statistics, Blacks in the experienced civilian labor
force were concentrated in three summary occupational groupings:' operators,
fabricators, and laborers (27 percent); technical, sales, and administrative support
(24 percent); and service occupations (23 percent).

The proporstion of Blacks in the experienced civilian labor force in "managerial
and professional" and "precision productiiin, craft; and repair" occupations was
13 and 9 percent; respectively. Blacks were least concentrated in "farming;
forestry; and fishing" occupations (2 percent) (table 2).

In W80, there were 10.6 million Blacks 16 years old and over in the civilian
labor force. The civilian labor force includes persons who were employed or
looking for work, but unemployed in 1980. The occupation text and tables pre-
sented here are for the "recent-experienced" civilian labor force, and is defined
as persons employed in 1980 or unemployed having civilian work experience
between 1975 and 1980.

' The 1980 census occupational classification system is the first based on 1980 Standard
Occupational Classification (SOC) system which was developed by Office of Federal Statis-
tical Policy and Standards for greater consistency of occupation data among government
sources_Therefore, these data are not strictly comparable to occupation fratistics collected
in the 1970 and previous censuses.

14
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CHART 5:

Unemployment Rates of the Population by Race:
1972 to 1982 Annual Averages

Unemployment rate

0
1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980

----------------------------------
Source: U.S. Department of Labor. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS

1,5

1981 1982
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Table 2. Occupation Distribution of the Experienced Civilian tabor Force Population
16 Yeariand Over for the Black Population in the United States/ by Sex: 1980

11

Occupation

.

_ _

Total
population

Black population

Both sexes Mon Women

Civilian Inber force (number)" 104,449,817 10,582,436 5,330,792 5,751,644
100;0 100,0 100.0 I00:0

....,

Managerial and professional specialty 21.7 13.0 10.8 15.3
Executive, administrative, and managerial -9.9 4.8 5.3 4.4
Professional specialty . 11.8 8.2 5.5 10.9

Technical, sales, and administrative support 29.6 24.1' . 14.4 34.0.
Technicians and related support 2.9 2.4 .1.8 3.1
Sales -49.8 -5.0 3.8 6.3
Administrative support, including clerical 16:8 167 8:8 24-.6

Services. 11 13.0 22.6 16.8
.

28.6
.,,, Private households .6 2.4 .2 4.7

PrOtettive_services 445 -1.8 -3.0 N .6
Services; except protective and household." 10;9 18;4 13.6 23:3

'Farming, forestry, and fishing.
; 2.9 2.0 3.4 .6

Precision productions, crafts, and repairs 13.0 8.8 15.2 2.3

Operators,ifpOriAtors, and laborers 19.1 27;3 37;7 16:8
Machine operators, assemblers, and
inspectors 9.7 131 14.8 12.7

Transportation and material moving 4.6 5.9 10.7
Handlers, equipment cleaners, helpers,
and laborers 4.9 7.6 12.1 3.1

Unemployed, no civilian work experience since
1975 2.1 . 1.8 2.4

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 198b Census of
Population/EEO Special File.

REPRESENTATION IN SELECTED OCCUPATIONS

In 1980; Blacks were overrepresented in certain occupations. Foe example,
although Blacks comprised about 10 percent of the total civilian labor force,
they constituted 14 percent of all operators, fabricators; and laborers and 18
percent of all service workers. -

In contrast, Blacks were underrepresented in managerial and professional
specialty occupations 16 percent) and technical; sales; and administrative
support occupations (8 percent).

Differential representation was. more evident at the detailed occupational
level. For example, Blacks accounted for over one-half (54 percent) of all the
Workers who were private household cleaners and servants, and one-third of those
in the occupations of maids and houseman, and garbage collectors. Also in 1980,
about one-fourth of all postal clerks and nursing aides, orderlies, and attendants
were Black. Conversely, Blacks were only 3 percent of "ail the experienced
physicians, lawyers, and engineers; 6 percent of the clergy; judges, and computer
programmers; and 4 percent of managers and administrators.

Blacks were well represented in occupations such as mail carriers-postal
service (12 percent), painters - construction and maintenance (10 percent),
metalworking and plastics working machine operators (10 percent), and police
and detectives (11 percent) (table 3).

16
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13. Otcupation of the Black Population in the Experienced Civilian Leber Force in'the United States, by Sex: 1980

''. 2: '
,

Selected occupations

'

.

tlack population'
'

Ratio

men/women

Total

l ipopuaton Both sexes of

Percent

total

._.

Women. .

Civilian1ahor force 4

Managerial and professional specialty

Managers andadministrators,l,m., salaried L..

Management related

Registered nurses
' r \,-; ;

Teachers, postsecondary

Teachers, except :postsecondary
.0.

Social workers '., \

Clergy 1.o
, 4

.

lawyers

...1-

Judges
%, .

Techhical; sales; and luiminiatiltive support ,,\,
.

,
.

Licensed practical nurses
' -",'

ComPuter.proirammers
,

Sales representatives, finance and business services''' ., .. ,,,

Sales representatives, commodities; exceOt 'retail

Sales workers, ,retail and personal services

Supervisors, administrative support I.

CoMputer.ofieritors
t

. 0

SPeretaries ,

Information clerks :

,

.

Records_proc6sIng occupations, except financial ..

Financial records processing
.

Telephone operators
,

,

Postal clerks, except mail carriers

Mail CiiiIiii,'Tostal service %

Material recording, scheduling, and distributing clerks,

nom II " i "f i

General office clerks

Baia-entry keyers . . , ,

104;449;817

22,653,658

4;650;661

2,617,332

1,400,973

433,255

1;285;299

637;149

3,722,120

459,984

283,044

501;834

'27,845

. .

30,883578

435,176

41;6.71

1,846,382

1;301,246

5,499,267

1-0078.173

395,547

3,999,222

740049

954;328

I I, 7;645

2 3 ,398

30 360

213,152

26Q,74

',

1I -761I-68,

. ii736;613

394;815

-

10;582-1436

1,378,111

190;305

161;919

36,016

13,509

97;023

.31;103

360.0;

.. .88512

16,195

. 13;594

'11683

2,554,108

:,'. I 18;640

17;907

62,688

32,957

381,012

100,795

46;722

231,908,

118,275

89;367

136,567

121,956

44,521

68.;531

, 30,318

210,369

223;769

:, ; 65;713

.

.0

..

',

i

,

:

.'

10.1

6.1:

4,1

6,2

:2.6

, 3,1

7,5

4;9

9.8

19,2

5;1

2.7

6,0

8,3

18-1

5,7

3.4

2.5

6,9

_9.3

11.8

5,8

16.0

9.4

13.4

5.2.'

14.5.

25;1'

11.6

11.9

12.9

16.6

,.

,.

'

5;3301792

573,688

113,618

15,395

31,499

10,264

-5,489

15,507

.' 77;156

'26965

15,230

9,322

1,162

770;187

% 12,94

40;053

10;781

24326

103,512

47,726

18;681

4.156

4,592

15,565

.. .,.._

29,53
19,709

-4,119

35,758

26,393

139,717

:42,097

4,826

/

.

. .
,

5,251,644

804;433

16,687

86;524

4;517

3;245

91,534

. 15,596

288;876

61;547.

965

. 4,272

521

1;183;921

,

75,698.

'4 7;_934

25;907

8;631

271,500

53,069

_28;041

227;552

113,683

73,802

---.

: 106,984

102;247.

40,402'.

32,773:

3,925

: 70,652

181,672

.60;887

.

.4

'

,'

:

.

;

i

'

1.02

.11

1,48

-.87

697

3.16

.06

,99

, .21

.44

:15.78

2.18

..b

' .43

.

)04

.1.27

1:42

2.82

.31

90

-.61

Al

.04

.21

1 !

.1

1,09
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1;91
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IA 1, Occupation Of the Black Population in the Experienced Civilian Ubor Force in the United States, by Sex: 19804.
),` _ ,4 4 w

Selected occupations

-,Total

'10pulation

Mack populatiai

Both peps

Percent of

., total Men Women

Service 0

Cooks, private household

Housekpepers ;n4 butlers

Privatehous4hold cloaners and servants, .4

Firefighting and fire prevention

Police and detectives

Guards'

Cooks except short_order

Nursing aides, orderlies; and attendants,,

Maids and housemen

Janitors and cleaniF

Hairdressers and cospatoIogists

Child care workers; except private household

Farming, forestry and fishing

Farmworkers ,, ; .. 'it

Groundskeepers and 'gardeners', exceKfaiM'

_ -----

Precision .ProduCtion, crafts, and repairs

Mechanics and repairers,,,i11111100011 ................ ...
Brickmasons and stonemasonsoNicept

apprentices

CaO,rpnters except apprentices

Electricians, except apprentices

Painters, construction and maihteaince
1

..___._

Plumber$, pipofitters, and steamfittersi except apprentices,

Precision production

13,606,074

11,821

0.1020

383,888

2151716

679567'
-1

662;315

1,350,198

'1,378,118

_ 673;558.

2:430;157

559;254

612,;66-

3 ;032;264

.412,45

13;554;527

3,982,515

_,205,245

1,295;891'

606;952

422',470

489,644

4;444 ;308

2,395,i73, 17,6

5,687 48,1

.28;119 37;8'

206,032 '53.1

13,,316 6,2

,60,104 10,6

112;798 '

'236;149 11;5

3n,891 27,4.

'223,702 '.53.2.

470;270,*

38;068 .8i8

97;130 ) 15.1
0 ,

212,711

.94;17.

53;43,

931,563

206

12.9

6;9

261;017 6.6

.1 30,555 1.9

66,553 5,1

30;160 5.0

v 41;482 '9:8

33,141 8,8

334,354 7,5

t

893;140

537

-181

.1;790.

11150,312

. "89,546

83,212

50;333

51-1435

' 330,116

4,445

1;839

180,208

75,506

49;153

i10,170

243,168

3Q;063

64,007

281448

38;767

.32;113

244;190

1;502;133

5;150

25,238

198,242

. 331

23,252

153,457

.327;558

172;267

140,154

33,623

87,291

32,509

121.393

17,849

:492

L546

1,712

.2,715;

96(

90;164

Ratio

men/women

.59

.10

,03

,04

38.99

5.14

3.85

.54

,15

.30

2.36

.13

5;54

3,99

12.64

6,67

13.62'

6140

25:14

14;28.

33;31 '''

2;71



Toblel, Occupation of the Black Population in the Experienced Civilian tabor Force in the United States; by Sex: 1980-Coh,

sr

, 443

.
,

Selec'ted occupations
l'otaL

l ipopu at WIo ,

,

4

Black population
4

.

44°'''' Ratio

men/wollen

.

Both sexes

Percent of

1 total

--

'

Men

A.

,-

Wood'

t1 ,

D.... 00.' _

Operators, fabricators, and laborers 19;987;975 2;889 ;105 '14,5 2;008;338' 880;767 2;28

.

\ ,

Wetalworking and plastic working machine operators 793,338 81,512 10,3 ' 62,263 19,249 3.23

rextile, apparel, and furnishings machine operators 1,632,042 303,320 ' 18.6 61,217 242,103 .25

Whine operators,.assorted.materials 3;236;384 511;449 15;8 341;395 170;054 2;01

Fabricaters;_assemblers3.and hand irking,; . 2;632;135; 362;328 13.8 214;536 147;792 1.45

hoduction insoctors; testers; samplers, and.weighers 905;389 111,404 12.3 45,519 , 65,885 :69

truck drivers, heavy ,.. . 1,896,525 243,220 12.8 236,985 6,235 38.01

3us drivers 386,314 74,713 19,3 52,061 22,652 2,30

taxicab' drivers and.chauffeur$

taterial moving equipment operators

:onstruction laborers
.

,

. 188;593

1;251;670

861;223

:42;575

156;556

150;934

22:6

12,5

17,5

:.38;601

145;914

145,413

, ;3;974

10;642

5,521

'.9,71

13-t71

26,34

;arbage collectors 76,577 26,683 34.8 25,719 964 26.68

Laborers, except construction . 1;400,358 161;554 18,7 203,743 57;811 3,52

' Unemployed; no civilian work experience since 1975 ,, 731-741 224549 30.3 95;061 #0t 126i488' .75

Aura: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1980 Census of Population/EEO Special File,

r ,

4
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- OCCUPATIONAL DIFFERENCES

In 1980; mole pan 2 million (nearly 38 percent) of the 5:3 millidn Black men
in the experienced civilian labor force were in the job category; "operators;
fabricators,. and laborers." Significant numbers of Black. men 'tvith experience
in this occupational category had skills in fields such as "machine operators
assorted materials" (341,000); "truck drivers heavy!' (237;000); "fabricators;
assemblers, and handworking" occupations (215,000); and "laborers; except
construction" (204,000).

About 1.7 percent of the experienced Black men were. in "service" occupations
followed by 15 percent in "precision production; craft; and repair"; 14 percept
in "technical; sales; and administrative support"; and 11 percent in "managerial
and Professional specialty" occupations:

(Of the 5.3 million Black women in the experienced: civilian labor force in 1980,
slightly more than one -third 134 percent) had .skills in "technical; sales; an
administrative_support" occupations..One-half of these women were experienced

a as "sales worrcers," "secretaries;" "general office clerks ;" "typists ;" or "records
processing occUpations.",

In 1980, a high proportion of Black women were in service occupations. In
fact, More than one-fourth (29 percent or 1.5 million). were in "service:: occupa-
tions which included nursing aides, orderlies, and attendants (328,000); private
household cleaners and servants (198,000); maids and housemen (171,000);
cooks; except Short order (153,000); and janitors and cleaners (140,000).

The vast majority of Black women experienced in managerial and professional
occupations were _in occupations traditionally occupied by Black women such as
teachers, social workers, and n,urses. However, substantial numbers were ex-
perienced in fields such as managers, adivinistrators, and management-related
occupations (table 3). .

FARM POPULATION DECLINES

The 222,000. Blacks living on farms in 1981 represented 4 percent of the total
farm population and Was a sharp decline from 349,000 in 1978. In 1981, the
Black total represented about a 67-percent drop from 1970;. while .the White
total declined only 25 percent Farm residents in both groups have declined
steadily since 1920, when 49 percent of all Blacks and 27 percent Qf all Whites
lived on farms. In 1981, the proportions of both Blacks and Whites living on.
farms had fallen to 1 and 3 percent, respectively. Factors related to the drop
among Black farm residents include a sluggish eiOnomy, an Older age structure of
Black farm operators, smaller acreage, and decreased produce sales from farms

,operated by Blacks.
The median income of Black farm families in 1978, the most recent year for

whtch,income data were available, was about twofifths ($8,610)Nhat of White
farm families ($19,670). Unemployment rates in 1981 for Blacks and Whites
on farms were 11.4 percent and 2.5 percent, respectively, while the proportion
of Black farm residents in poverty was about double that of Whites (30.2 percent
versus 16.5 percent).
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SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

Between 1970 and 1981; the numbT. of Black persons 3 to 34 years old
attending school increased, by approximately one-half Million; from 7.8 to 8.4
million. Enrollment for Blacks increased from 1970 to 1977; but has declined
since 1977; However; enrollment has dropped since 1970 for Whites falling from
51;7 million in 1970 to 48.2 million in 1981. The decline for both 'Blacks and
Whites reflect decreases in the population of eleppintary and high school dges,
resulting from a decline in the number of birthi.

In recentysars, the gap in school attendance rates between Blacks and Whites
has been eliminated; partiallir as a result of compulsory attendance la.ws for
persons of elementary and secondary school ages. In 1981; for example, school
enrolltnent rates for Blacks and Whites.of the compulsory attendande ages -7 to
15 year oldswere the same (99 percent).

About 1 million Black students 1B to ,tliyears_old were enrolied in college in
1981, double the number enrolled in 1970. Most of the increase took'place during
the early 1970's. In 1981, Black enrollment in colleges constituted about 11 per-
cent of the college population as compared to laararcent in 1970. In 1981, the
number of Black females enrolled in college (628,000) continued to outnumber

:Black mates (5Q5,000).

EDUCATIOIMAL ATTAINMENT

Between 1970 and 1982-, improvement in educational attainmen was evident
at the-high school level whereethe increase in the propOrtion of Blacks 25 to 34
years old who were high School graduates was twice that for Whites. HOwever,

' Blacks still lagged behind Whites.. Among Whites; th'e proportion of high school .

..graduates increased during the decade from 76 t'b 87 percent; for. Blacks, it
increased from 53 to 79 percent (chart 6).

In 1970, Blacks in the 25 to 34 age group werejmuch less likely than Whites
.(15 percent versus 31 percent) to have completed at least-1 year of college. By
1982, the+ disparity had been narrowed significantly-36 percent for Blacks com-
pared to 46 percent for Whites.

In 1982, the proportion of Blacks who had completed 4 years or more of
college was about ,one - half -the proportion of Whites who completed the same
level; 13 percent and 25 percent; respectively; In 1970; the prdportion for Blacks
was about one-third the prOportion for Whites (6 percent compared to 17
percent);

FEMALE FAMILY HOUSEHOLDERS

Families maintained by Black women increased during the decade. In 1970,
about 28 percent okihe 4.9 million Black families were maintained by women.
By 1982, however, almost 41 percent of the 6.4' million. Black families, were
maintained by a woman. The comparable: percentages for Whites during this
period increased from only 9 percent to 12 percent. In 1982, the majority of
Black families were still maintained by married-couples. However, since 1970;

21
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CHART 6.

Percent High School Graduates for Persons 25 to 34 Years Old,
by Race: 1970 and 1982

76%

;
87%

1970 1982
White

53%

79%

1970 1982
Black

Source; U.S. Department of Commerce. BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
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:the percentabe of all .Black families maintained by' married couptei has declined.
from 68 to 55 percent (Chart 7). .

Among Black women in 1982 who maintained families, 12.percentbad 'never
married, compared to 11 percent for White families maintained by a Woman.

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS OF CHILDREN

As ,a consequence of ,the above changetz the number of Black childrerilidng"
with both .parents dropped sharply between .1970 and 1962 while the percentage
of Black children living in one- parent situationv.increased, frog;42 to 49 percent.
About 8 percent of ..the children lived with neither parent in 1982, but in most`
cases resided with another relative.- While children living with one parent also
increased, doubling from 9 percent in 1970 to 17Lpercent ,in 1982. Still: 81 per-
cent of White children lived with both parents in 1982, compared wit 42 percent
of Back children.

, Black children constituted just 15 percent of "all children under 18 years of
age in 1982, but represented '34 'pencent of all children liv,in6 with only one '

parent

INCREASED DIVORCE RATIO
, s..

.
...

In 1982r, the divOrce ratio was highest for Blacks; particularly, women. This,
"..ratio is defined as the. number of persons who 'arecurrently, divoided per 1,000

married- persons living With 'their spou;es. In 1982; the Combined divorce ratio
for Blackm'en and women 1220 per 1;000) was :about double that for Mite
men and women (107 per 1,900). Ai'thii same time; the divorce ratio for 'Black
women was 265 per 1,000. This. represents:a dramatic rise 'Om 1970, when' the
divorce ratio for Black worneri stood at only 104 per every 1000 married couples.
The divorce ratio among White women rose from 55-0128 Per .1,000'durinehit
same period. , .:.: ; i . I \

r

LIFE EXPECTANCY AND MORTALITY
. i

, .

Blacks are now living longer, -.according to the most recent data from
the Natioial Center for Health Statistics. The life expectancy of Black Males in
1981 averaged 66 years andblack females 75 years, doubling their rates of the 7..
early 1400's. But Whitei stilf.-are _sxpected1-to live about 4 years longer than
Blacks males to 71 and females to 79. . .. * _ '..! ' .

.

blacks and Writes genetatly fared better in health care dUring the 1970't. The
death rate from heart disease dropped 10 percent for Blacks and 7 p0 ant for

..
; Whites:- .In contrast to the overall pattern, the picture for cancer was W e for

whosehose death rate for this disease ient up 16'..percent while the hite
..

rate decreased 13 percent. :i::' . . . `
° The homicide rate f'cor Blacks dropped slightly between. 1974 and 1979; from
37 to 37.9 deaths per 1.00,000 persOns, biAt 'remained significantly higher
'than Whites, which increased from 5.8 to 6.5 over the same period: Black males
experienced the highest homicide d'eath rate (64:6) followed by Black females
(13:11); White males (10.1),and White females (3:0); .

...
-t
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Suicide rates increased for both Blacks and Whites between 1970 and 1979,
rising from 5.2 to.7.0 per 100,000 among Blacks and 12A to 131 per 106;000
among Whites. White males recorded the highest suicide rate (3110 per 160;000);
followed by Black males (1 t6), White females (6.6), and Black female (2;8);

,;

FERTILITY RATES AND BIRTH EXPECTATIONS

Substa,ntial declines_were recorded in the total fertility rates of both Black
1--and White females during the decade. The fertility revel for Black females declined

27 perc.enti frorh 3.1 births per woman in 1970 to 2.3 per woman lb 1980..Aiming
/4'-White women; the decline was also 27 percent but from 2.4 births per woman to

1.7 births per woman during the same period (chart 8).
The overall level of childbearibg was considerably higher among Black women

than White women at all ages;iwith the magnitude of the Black--White fertility
differential being the greatest at the youngest ages:

According to 1980 vital statistics data, Black women 18 and 19 years old had
a fertility rate of 139 births per 1,000, about two times the rate of White women
of a similar age, 72 per 1,000/

OUT-OF- WEDLOCKB RTHS INCREASE

The proportion of births occurring to unmarried mothers increased during
the decade for both Blac11 and White women, in part due to declines in births to
married women. In 196, when data were last compiled, more than one-half of
the births to Black women (55 percent) occurred out-of-wecl)ock, up from 38
percent in 1970. The corresponding proportion for White women increased from
6.0 to 11.0 percent d ring the same periOd (chart 9).

In contrast to the pattern noted abbve, the nonmarital fertility rate3lor Black
women declined fro 96 births per 1,000 unmarried women 15 to 44 years old
in 1970 to 83 per ,000 in 1980. The rate for White women increased from 14 to
18 per 1L00 durin the same period.

HOUSING OW ERSHIP

The number .f owner - occupied housing units with a Black householder rose
siiarply, from - ;6 million in 1970 to 3.7 million in 1980; a 45-percent increase.
In comparison, owner-occupied housing units with a White householder increased
only 26 perc nt during the same period, from 31.0 million to 40 .7.
Renter-occup ed housing units among Blacks rose 29 percent &king the last
decade, fro 3.6 million to 4.7 million. Among Whites, the number of renter-
occupied ho sing units was up 13 percent.

'The average number of children that would be born -to a group of women if the births
- followed a given set of agespecific birth rates and if the entire group ,lived through the

childbeari age.. - / ' .

3Rate omputed- by _relating total nonmarital births, regardless of age of mother; to
unmarr.ie women 15.to 4,Vyears old..... . _
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CHART 8.

Total Fertility Rates by Race: 1%10 to 1980
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CHART 9;

Percent Of Births Born Obt of Wedlock by Race: 1970 and 19
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Although the number of Black owner-occupied houieholds increased at a much
faster rate than White househOlds from 1970 to 1980, the home ownership rate for
Black houSeholds'is still les's than that for Whites. In 1980, the owner;oecupancy
rate was 44 percent for Black households compared to 68 percent foe White house-
holds: In 1970, the comparable rates were 42 percent and 65 percent.

The.1980 median value of Black single-familyowner-occupied houSing units
was $27;000 compared to $48,600 for Whites; The median monthly rent paid in
renter-bccupied housing for Black households in 1980 was $156 compared to
$208 for White households.

1 he number of Black-occupied housing units lacking complete plumbing
facilities (hot and cold piped water; a flush toilet; and a bathtub or Shower for
exclusive use) dropped sharply; from 1.0 million in 1970 to 459,000 in 1980, a
56percent decrease. Even with this decline; the percent of Black-occupied hous-
ing units lacking complete plumbing facilities was still higher than the comparable
figure for White-occupied housing unitsabout 5 percent for Blacks compared to
1 percent for Whites,

VOTING AGE POPULATION AND VOTER TURNOUT

Flegistra0on of Blacks for the 1982 Congressional elections totaled 10.4
million persons; 7.6 million or 73 percent of those registered reported; voting
compared to 76 percent of registered Whites. The 1982 overall voter participation
rate (the number voting divided by the number of voting age persons) for Blacks
was 43 percent while that of Whites was 50 percent.

During the 1970's, the number of voting age Blacks rose 31 percent, from 13
million at the beginning of the decade to more than 17 million in 1980. ;1'he
voting age White population rose from 119 million to 138 million, an increase
of 17 percent.

Accoiding to the 1980 census, four States had a Black voting age population
of 1 million or more; New York had the most, followed by California, Teka% and
Illinois.

High proportions of Blacks in the population of voting age were found in the
District of Columbia (66 percent) and eight StatesMississippi (31 percent),
South Carolina and Louisiana (each 27 percent); Georgia (24 percent), Alabama
(23 percent); Maryland (21 percent); North Carolina (20 percent), and Virginia
(17 percent). The majority of the Black voting age population (53 percent) con-
tinued to live in the South.

MILITARY SERVICE,.

The proportion of Blacks in the Armed ForceS increased from 11 percent
(267,000) in 1972 to 20 percent (415,000) in 1982. Black women in the Armed;
Forces totaled 50,000 or 12 percent of all Black Armed ForceS Perionnel, in
1982. Blacks now represent about 29 percent of the Army'S total complement of
about 774,000' and 32 percent of its enlisted personnel. AlSci in 1982; about
39;000 Blacks were in the Marines (20 percent), 87,000 in the Air Forte (15
percent); and 63;000 in the Navy (11 percent).
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Black military enlistees registered sharply improved education levels over the
last few years. In 1981; 90 percent of Blacks entering military service for the first
time were high school graduates; compared to 65 percent in 1972. A relatiVely
greater percentage of Blacks with high school diplomas than Whites with high
school diplomas entered active duty with one of the four services each year since
the mid-1970's. In all of the Department of Defense, almost 9 out of 10 Black
recruits during 1981 were high school graduates compared to about 8 out of 10
White recruits.

The Armdd Forces had 17,000 Black officers at the end-of 1982, more than
doubling the 1972 total of '8,C100 and comprising 6 percent of all officers. About
one-half (9,000) of these Black officers were in the Army.

According to the 1982 figures, in- the .total Armed Forces, Black generals and
flag officers totaled ,38 out of about 1,000 or 4 percent including one Army
general holding' a fourestar rank. In 1982, Black officeij were only about 3 percent
of each of these groupscolonels and naval captains; lieutenant colonels and
commanders; and majors and lieutenant commanders. However, . Black officers
were more likely to be found in the ranks of captains and naval lieutenants (7
percent; first lieutenants and lieutenant junior grades (9 percent); second
lieutenants and ensigns (7 percent); and warrant officers (6 percent).

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

Source of dataThis report includes data from. the Bureau of the Census, the
. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the National C,en r for Health Statistics.

(N 61S), and the U.S. Department of Defense. The nsus Bureau data, which
cover a wide range of topics, were collected primaril in the 1980 Census of
Population and in the monthly Current Population Survey (CPS). The BLS data
on labor force are from the CPS; the NCHS data on vital statistics and mortality
are from its registration system; and the data from the Department of Defense are
from administrative records. .

The estimation procedure used for the monthly CPS data involved the inflation
or weighted sample results to independent' estimates of the civilian
noninstitutional population of the United States by age, race, and sex. These
independent estimates are based on statistics from decennial censuses; statistics on
births, deaths; immigration; and emigration; and statistics on the strength of the
Armed Forces. The estimation procedure used for 1980 through 1982 data
utilried independent estimates based on the 1980 Decennial Census; 1970 through
1979 data utilized independent estimates based on the 1970 Decennial. Census. 4

This change in independent estimates had relatively little impact on summary
' measures such as means, medians, and percent distribution, but did haVe a

significant impact. on levels. For example,' use of the 1980 based pOOulation
kt4controls resulted 41 about a. percent increase in the civilian noninstitutional

population and in the number f families and households. Thus, estimates of
levels for 1980 and later will differ from those for earlier years by morethan what
could be attributed to actual changes in the population. These differences could
be disproportionately greater for certain population subgroups than for the total
population;

f
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Reliability of the estimatesSince the CPS estimates were based on a sample,
trey may differ somewhat from the figures that would have been obtained if a
complete census had been taken using the same questionnaires, instructions, and
enumerators. There are two types of errors possible in an estimate based on a
sample surveysampling and nonsampling. The standard errors provided in the
reports primarily indicate the magnitude of the sampling errors. They also
partially measure, the effect of some nonsampling errors in response and
enumeration, but do not measure any systematic biases in the data. The full
extent-of-nonsampling errovis-unknownhe-sampling errors-for-the-CPS-data-can
be obtained from the Current Population Reports cited in the References.

Comparability with other dataData obtained from the CPS and other
governmental sources are not entirely comparable. This is due largely' to
differences in interviewer training and experience and in differing survey
procedures. This is an additional component of error not reflected in the standard
error tables. Therefore, caution should'be used in comparing results among these
different sources:

Nonsampling variabilityNonsampling errors can be attributed to many sources,
e.g., inability to obtain information about all cases in the sample, definitional
difficulties, differences in the interpretation of questions, inability or
unwillingness to provide correct information on the part of respondents, inability
to recall information, errors made in collection such as in recording or coding the
data, errors made in processing the data, errors made in estimating values for
missing data. and failure to represent all units with the sample (undercoverage).
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revised ,Current Population Survey tabUlations.

Living Arrangements of Children and Divorce Ratios

U.S. Buteau of the Census, Current Population Reports, "Marital Status,. and
Livin4 Arrangements: March 1982," Series P-20, No 380 and unpublished 1970
revised Current Population Survey tabulations.
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Life Expectancy and Mort ality
."

National Center fol. Health :Statistics, Monthly Vital Statistics Report, ''Annual,
Summary of Birthi, Death% Marriages, 'arid Divorces: United States,-1981,"
VOlu'ine December 1982.

National Center for Health Statistics, "Vital Statistii of the United States,
1978,".VOlurrie I I Section 5 Life Tables issued in 1980:

National Center for. Health Statistic% -"Vital Statistics of the United 'StateS
16-70,1Plume El, Mortality

Fertility Rates and Birth Expectatiqns

National Center for Health'Statistic%.Monthly Vital Statistics Report,. "Advance
Report of Final Natality Statistics: 1980;" Volume 31; No 8, issued November

U.S: Bureau of the Census; Current Population Reports, "Fertiljiy of Arnericari-
.Womefi: June 1980- Series P-20, No 375-, issued October 1982.

Out-Of-Wedlqck Births

National Center ft Health Statistics, Monthly Vital Statistics Report, "Advance
rtRepo of Final ality,Statisti=. 1980," Volume -31, No. 0, issued Novernber

. 1982:

National Center for Health Statistics "Vital Statistics of the United States:
1970," Volume I; Natality:

Housing Ownership

U.S: Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of Housing, Volume 1, Housing
Characteristics for States, Cities, and Counties and, 1980 Census of HolOing,

IVo ume 1; CharactKistics of Housing Units.

Voting Age Population and VOter. Turnout

Department of Commerce. press release entitled, "Nearly Half of Voting-Age
Population Went to the Polls in November 1982, Censusllureau Reports," issued
April 1983.

U.S. Buoeau of the Census, Current Poputation, Reports, "Voting and Registration
in the ElectiOn of November 1980," Series P-20, No. 370,4ssued April 1982,

U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Poputation ReporteProjections of the
Population of Voting Age for. States: November 1982," Series 13=25, NO. 916,-
issued July 1982; r

Military Service

U.S. Department Of Defense, Defense Manpower Center, March .1983 tab ulation:
U.S. Department of Defense, Manpower Requirements Report for Fiscal, Year

1983, issued FebrPary 1982.
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